
RESOURCES

CALENDAR

This year, the Fall Gathering for clergy and families will begin on Friday, Oct. 6
and end on Sunday, Oct. 8, 2006 at Procter Camp & Conference Center in London.  

The weekend will begin with a 5 p.m. Happy Hour, followed by dinner. After
dinner, we will introduce new clergy and their families. We will be entertained
by the Rev. Rick McCracken-Bennett's storytelling, followed by an enthusiastic
sing/dance along to the music of Mary Dalhberg and friends (all musicians are
welcome). The evening will end with Compline.

Saturday's events include three presentations by the Rev. Frank Wade, theologian-
in-residence for the diocese. Godly Play will be available for all children from age two.
We will have an old-fashion hymn sing before our worship together at a Eucharist at
4 p.m.  After Happy Hour and dinner, there will be more storytelling and music.

For those who can stay through to Sunday, after breakfast, there will be time
with Bishop Price. The gathering will end with lunch at noon.

The cost will be $50 per person for adults and $25 per child with a cap of $150 per fam-
ily. The charge for Saturday only will be $12 per person with a cap of $36 per family.

A letter of invitation and registration form was sent out in July. You can also
make reservations online at www.episcopal-dso.org, The Diocese, Clergy. 

Say “YES!” and make your reservations early!

Say “YES!” to the Fall Gathering 

August
3-6 – Family Camp at Procter Camp & Conference Center.

8 – Grant Seekers Workshop at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. This workshop describes the priorities and application process for
grants from the Episcopal Community Services Foundation and the Procter
Fund.

12 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141.

26 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be offered
at Church of the Redeemer, 2944 Erie Ave., Cincinnati. The program starts
at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment
are required. Contact Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at 513.421.0311
or 800.582.1712. To register or pay online, look under administration, mis-
conduct prevention. The cost of the training is $15, which includes lunch
and materials. Payment should be mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese of
Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore Street. Cincinnati, 45202. Make checks
payable to the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Training is required of all clergy,
employees of a church, youth ministers, Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic
Visitors, counselors, volunteers, any lay person that interacts or has care of
children. Contact: the Rev. Dcn. Peg Denton at 513.897.7414

September
8-9 – Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center, Wing A.

Contact: the Rev. David McCoy at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424

9 – Mountain Grace Conference at the Ohio University Campus in
Lancaster from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The third annual conference will include a
keynote talk on connecting with Appalachian communities, worship, tradi-
tional music and lively discussion groups.  This conference is again spon-
sored by the three Appalachian deaneries, Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries, Congregational Life and other diocesan offices. Contact:
Michael Maloney at 513.531.8799

16 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141

23 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be offered
at Trinity Church, 76 E. Main Street, Newark. The program starts at 9 a.m.
and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are
required. See registration information above.

30 – Rector/Deacon Mutual Ministry at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: the Rev. David McCoy at 800.461.8424.

Mark your calendar
Oct 6-8 – Clergy Family Fall Gathering
Oct 24-28 – Bishop Nominee Forums
Oct 30-Nov 7 – Deanery Follow-up discussions/pre-convention hearings
Nov 10-11 – 132nd Annual Diocesan Convention
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REST IN PEACE
The Rev. Don L. Peterson, 65, died July 5 from cancer. Fr. Peterson was

the founding rector of St. Patrick's, Dublin. He served as the priest associ-
ate at St. John's, Worthington and assistant rector at St. James, Clintonville.
He was a graduate advisor at The Ohio State University. Fr. Peterson was a
member of the American Guild of Organists. He had a lifelong love of
music and was a gifted musician. After suffering a stroke in 1987, Fr.
Peterson created a ministry, counseling other stroke patients and their fam-
ilies. 

Survivors include his wife, Beth; four children; his mother; two grand-
sons; 3 brothers; 3 sisters; and other relatives and friends. A memorial serv-
ice was held July 8 at St. John's, Worthington. Contributions may be made
to St. John's Episcopal Church, 700 High Street, Worthington, 43085.

Dorothy Mendelsohn, 81, died June 22 in Cincinnati after a long illness.
She was the wife of the Rev. Randall Mendelsohn, vicar of Holy Trinity,
Kenwood. Memorials may be directed to Hospice of Cincinnati, P.O. Box
633597, Cincinnati, 45263-3597. 

Myra E. Unsworth, 89, died May 20 in Rhode Island. She was the moth-
er of the Rev. Paul Daggett, rector of Trinity, Hamilton. 

Gerard Callahan, 67, died June 16 in New Brunswick, NJ. He was the
twin brother of the Rev. Dcn. Carol Callahan of Good Samaritan, Clermont
County. 

Barbara Wood, the mother of the Rev. Gretchen Wood, interim rector of
St. Anne's, West Chester, died in May. 

A Muslim recently gave me a tract that quoted verses from the Bible
that said there is only one God and that God is the only Savior (Isa.
43:10-11, also Isa. 44:6, 45:21-23, and John 17:3). The point he tries to
make is that Jesus cannot be divine or savior. How do we respond to
those who say Christian beliefs about Jesus go against monotheism?

First off, orthodox Christianity really is monotheistic,
even if sometimes Christians can sound like they believe in
three separate gods. 

All (or almost all) of the New Testament writers were
Jewish and therefore raised on the fundamental Jewish belief
in monotheism expressed in the Shema: “Hear, O Israel, the
Lord is our God, the Lord is One.” So whatever they and the
other early Christians believed about Jesus, they must have
thought what they believed did not contradict there being only
one God. If we read anything in the New Testament as a vio-
lation of monotheism, we misunderstand the writers’ intent.

In orthodox Christianity, Jesus is not another god alongside
God. (Although this is exactly what Muslims believe Christians
believe.) Instead, in classic Christian theology Jesus is the eternal, uncreated Word of
God that was manifested at a particular time and place in our world in the Incarnation
(“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God....And the Word became flesh and lived among us,” Gospel of John, chapter 1).

Interestingly, this is analogous to what Muslims believe about the Qur’an, their
Scripture. In orthodox Islamic theology, the Qur’an is the uncreated, eternal Word
of God (not of a different nature from God but of God’s essence) that was revealed
at a particular time and place to Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. 

In orthodox Christian theology, God the Father (the Creator God worshipped by
Jews and Muslims) is always the Source and Christ, the Word, is always the
instrument or means. For example, when Christians say Jesus is the Savior, techni-
cally he is the means or instrument of salvation, God the Father (the Creator) being
the source of salvation. So God can be the only Savior (as in Isa. 43:11) (as source)
and Jesus the Savior too (as instrument or means) without implying two gods.

We see the idea of the Word as instrument in John 1, where it says, “All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.”  The same idea
of instrumentality (and also divinity) is expressed in Colossians 1:15-20,  “all things
have been created through him....in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.” 

Keeping in mind the monotheistic context in which these verses were written,
we can see that Christian theology about Jesus does not make Christ into anoth-
er god equal to God (the Creator, “God the Father” in Christian terms). Instead
the Word is God “coming towards us,” if you will, God revealing and manifest-
ing Himself to the universe, God not as God is in Himself but as God as God
reveals Himself and lets Himself be known.

This may be hard to follow and understand, but at least we can say that in
Christian theology, Jesus cannot be separated from God as another god because
Jesus, as the Word, is part of God (much as the Qur’an is part of God in Islam). 

So whatever Jews and Muslims may think of us, we Christians believe in the
same God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, as they do. We just believe God
revealed Himself uniquely and supremely in Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer your questions about the Bible, Episcopal life
and other religious subjects. Send questions to 2146 Cameron Ave. Apt. 5,

Cincinnati, OH45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

S C H O L A R ’ S  
C O R N E R
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